
Captain Train to Conquer Spain
By signing a partnership with the rail operator Renfe, Captain Train now covers 
the whole of Spain and has access to the second largest high-speed network in 
the world.

Captain Train, who specialises in selling European train tickets online, has 
announced a new partnership with the carrier Renfe and opens up its doors to the 
Spanish rail market. As the sole operator in Spain, Renfe served 1903 stations and 
carried a total of 30.8 million long distance travellers in 2015. To accompany its 
arrival in the market, Captain Train also offers all its services in Spanish: websites, 
apps and customer support.

The second largest high-speed network in the world 

The rail system in Spain boasts an extremely modern network and infrastructure, 
which has been benefitting from strong investment. At the end of 2015, a new line 
between Valladolid and Leon was inaugurated and marked the first of a series of 
extensions to the high speed network. More than 25 cities will eventually also 
benefit from the arrival of the AVE (Alta Velocidad Espanola, the Spanish high-
speed train) with improved frequency and travel times.

Besides the AVE and AV City (high-speed trains mainly used by tourists), the 
traditional regional services complete Renfe’s coverage to ensure all parts of the 
country are covered. In total, the Spanish rail network spans 15,932 km of tracks, 
with an average of 5,000 trains that operate daily and with an annual turnover of 
3.2 billion Euros.
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Captain Train, an asset four tourists visiting Spain

Spanish tourism is on the rise for 2016. In the first four months of the year, the 
number of foreign tourists increased by 13% and bookings for the summer 
period are up by 14%, compared to 2015. 

Available in five language (English, French, German, Italian and Spanish), Captain 
Train’s website and apps are a natural choice for promoting train travel in Spain.

“Captain Train has become one of the leading booking websites for European 
travellers.” said Jean-Daniel Guyot, CEO of Captain Train. “We have always 
endeavoured to adapt our service to help travellers overcome the challenges they 
may face when booking train tickets abroad. This partnership with Renfe meets a 
longstanding demand of Spanish travellers, who are already using Captain Train 
for travel in Europe. We’re proud of being able to open up the doors for travel to and 
from Spain, and again connect another country to our expanding European 
network”.  

A journey from Lyon to Malaga, for example, can be booked end to end with 
Captain Train. Just a single command brings together the SNCF and Renfe 
network, offering a simple itinerary that makes us of the high speed links between 
Lyon-Nîmes, Nîmes-Madrid and Madrid-Malaga. By accessing the reservation 
systems of both carriers, Captain Train offers its users all possible route 
combinations and allows them to choose the fastest or cheapest  option with 
ease. 

A sustainable expansion strategy

Through it’s praetorship with Renfe, Captain Train continues its European 
expansion and confirms its willingness to facilitate train travel for as many people 
as possible. This new addition to its network now allows its users to visit more 
than 23,000 destinations in 20 European countries, that are served by 15 rail 
operators.

It also confirms the ambitions of the Trainline Group, who acquired Captain Train 
in March and aims to simplify train travel by establishing itself as the leading 
distributor of train tickets online, in a €57 billion market. 

Captain Train is the sole platform capable of proposing travellers with such an 
extensive coverage, that also combines the offers of different carriers, in order to 
facilitate a fast and easy way to travel throughout Europe, and always at the best 
price.
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